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SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 
ell, athletic 
year nearly 
completed, with only 
the men’s indoor soccer team 
still competing. And yet again 
our English department has not 


another 
has 


informed the student body of 


athletic events in our institutions 
beloved paper, 7he Crown. It is 
not known why such a travesty 
has taken place. Some suspect 
it is the fault of our athletes, 
and their general affinity to a 
frivolous social lifestyle, others 
speculate that the lack of press 


is due to the preponderance of 


breakthroughs in modesty issues 
and the excitement surrounding 
the poetry readings that have 
taken place. Concerned that our 
athlete’s voices will go unheard 
for yet another issue, I have 


taken the time to inform all of 


the issues, changes and general 
happenings the 
north east corner of Redeemer 
University College. 


occurring in 


First off, the basketball 
finished off 
during reading 

the men’s and women’s 
finished off the season 
out of the playoff hunt, but with 
many recruitment weekends and 
a strong effort put on the floor, 
there is a glimmer of light at the 
end of the basketball tunnel, with 
anticipation growing both on the 
court and in the stands for better 
years ahead. 


teams another 


season week. 


Both 


teams 


On the volleyball side of 
things, the women finished off 
a tough second semester with a 
loss to the Humber Hawks just 
before reading week. A young 
Royals squad ended up falling 
just short of a playoff birth, 
but graduating student Chantel 
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Schutten had many outstanding 
performances at the net for the 
Royals. Chantel finished an 


extensive Redeemer career off 


in style with a few dominant 


games at the net, earning herself 


a second team All Star from the 
OCAA as well as representing 
the Royals at the All Star game 
on March 21". Chantel finished 
with 71 blocks this season, 
destroying the Redeemer record 
of 36, as well as a record 10 
blocks in a game, and 24 points 
ina game. The men’s volleyball 
team sent to British 
Columbia the Christmas 
Break, where they spent time 
training with the Trinity Western 
and their 


Was 


Over 


Spartans 
staff. 
the gates in the second semester, 
with new defensive strategies 
and a renewed passion for the 
game. The man-Royals defeated 
perennial powerhouses Mohawk 
College and Humber Hawks late 
in the The Humber 
game in a home gym that was so 
packed that even the floor began 
to sweat, causing the last two 
sets to resemble the Jamaican 
bob 
ice, aS seen in Cool Runnings. 
The men’s team finished off the 
semester with only one loss, 
and a tie for first place in the 
division. Unfortunately, 
a couple key injuries and a 
phantom flu bug slowed down 
our beloved Royals in the week 
leading to the playoffs. The 
Royals competed hard in front 
of a boisterous crowd and one 
too many snare drums, but fell 
just short of victory 16-14 in the 
final set. Ryan Talsma and Brad 
Douwes were both awarded first 
team All-Stars this season, with 
Ryan receiving an unprecedented 
2™ straight All-Canadian award. 


coaching 


semester, 


team’s first time on 


sled 


west 


Indoor soccer did well 


The Royals flew out of 


Redeemer _ this 
year, the men’s and 
women’s teams competed in 
tournaments and finished with 
winning records. At regionals, 
the men finished second, earning 
a second straight birth into the 
Ontario championships, with 
the opportunity to defend their 
gold medal from last year. The 
women’s team finished regionals 
with a 2-3 record, falling just a 
win short from qualifying for the 
provincial championships. 


representing 
as both 


In conclusion, I’d like 
to say that the experiences of 
this season and the past five 
years have been ineredible. The 
atmosphere and support of the 
Redeemer student body is second 
to none. | feel that our athletes 
and the athletic department have 
improved so much over the last 
five years, and the future could 
be bright. However, the athletic 
facilities in our school need to 
be updated; athletics deserves 
the same support from the 
institution as they get from the 
student community. The weight 
room is far too small for a schoo! 
with 800 students. Surely the 
increase in student population 

warrants an increase in the 

funding.offered to the athletic 
department! Money should be 
set aside for athletic scholarships 
for students who excel in sports 
like volleyball, soccer, and 
basketball. Let us represent 
Redeemer with a positive and 
successful witness to Ontario and 
our country through athletics. 
Thus concludes this Royals’ 
Rant. Stay classy, Redeemer. 
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his week is a 

Dig One ‘for ‘a 

significant portion 
of Redeemer’s _ theatre 


community. Why, might you 
ask? “Well, you might ask,” 
Ill reply. But in case you’re 
still wondering after that 
minimalized hypothetical 
exchange, here’s the real 
reason: the one-act plays are 
premiering this week. 


Indeed, after 
five months of intense 
preparation for Fiddler on 
the Roof, many of the cast 
and crew have returned 
to the theatre after post- 
mainstage production, and 
are currently performing, 
directing, and stage 


plays. 
themselves 
by current 


managing one-act 
The plays 
were written 
and graduated students 
of Redeemer, and _ vary 
considerably in content. 


The first play to 
be considered is Kaitlyn 
McMurray’s Things 


Unseen, a period piece 
situated during Jesus’ time 
on earth. The play focuses 
on ‘Tacticus, a Roman 
general who must deal 
with betrayal, faithfulness, 
and spirituality. The first 
performance of the night 
is perhaps most different 
because of its time setting, 
while the other three plays 
are set in modern times. 
McMurray’s_ screenwriting 
is certainly interesting, and 
often succeeds at addressing 


both the emotional and 
spiritual side of humanity. 
Alumnus Scott Fairley has 
directed this play, which, for 
those of you who remember 
| Hate Hamlet, should be 
reason enough to watch. 


The second play for 
consideration is First, a 
90s-themed unorthodox 
take on the girl-loves-boy 
scenario. Funny and often 
heartwarming, Brunsting 
manages to hit the right 
notes of 11-year-old drama, 
which will undoubtedly 
cause you to reminisce back 
to your childhood. A mix of 
comedy and drama, the play 
is directed by alumna Henny 
Hamilton. 


Ivan Stam’s Loving 
Sarah Emily continues the 


comedy-drama _ trend, but 
rather than dealing with 
juvenile relationships, the 
play offers a dysfunctional 
contemporary couple who 


are having difficulties 
in marriage. Rich with 
dramatic moments and 


timed to comedic perfection, 
this one doesn’t beat around 
the bush in the end when it 
comes to problem solving. 
Directed by alumnus Noah 
Hicks, this one may appeal 
to many a married couple. 


Lastly, Sharon 
Wonder’s Behind Restroom 
Doors offers a humourous 
take on what actually goes 
on in the ladies’ room, Cute 
and often funny, this play 
is suitable for all audiences 
and will only _ instigate 
curiosity about what really 


goes on behind restroom 
doors. Directed by current 
student David Vandersteen, 
it’s a show worth staying 
for. 


There is an abundance 
of moralistic value to be 
taken from watching these 
plays, and they will also give 
you insight into independent 
play creation—when _ the 
lights go up, more than just 
the stage will be illuminated. 
Watch these plays while you 
can! The first night was sold 
out beyond capacity, and 
there’s no reason to doubt 
that the same will follow for 
the last two evenings. Ladies 
and gentlemen, welcome to 
Redeemer’s one-act plays. 
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ince when do institutions 

devoted to the pursuit of 

knowledge advertise on 
buses? 

My university is 
alone in this trend. 

The problem is Canada 
wide. Universities have grown 
so large that they resemble 
businesses that dispense a 
service to an _ ever-growing 
client base instead of havens 
for students who appreciate the 
inherent value of knowledge. 

Many students attend 
university because, like young 
people everywhere in Canada, 
they harbour the impression they 
would not find success by any 
other path. 

As Mark Kingwell, a 
professor of philosophy at the 
University Toronto, noted: 
“Students go [to university] 
because their peers do, or 
because it’s the logical extension 
of high school, or because their 
parents did. They go because 
there is the prospect of a lively 
social life, with plenty of beer, 
chat, and sex. They go, most 
often, because they believe it is 
the best route to better financial 
prospects in life.” 

The last point is 
particularly poignant. As an arts 
student, I encounter countless 
engineering students who feel 
compelled to justify their choice 


not 


Conformity and the 


Po ere 


er a ie are. 
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we live 


s Christians, 
amidst a war. 
fighting a battle that 


We are 
has eternal consequences for 
the entire world. We are on the 
winning side, but do we look 
like we are? When everyday 
people in our workplace and 
schools turn and look at us, will 
they see a difference? I would 
conjecture that the differences 
between ourselves and the rest 
of the world are far fewer than 
the similarities. If this is so, 
why would non-Christians ask 
questions about our faith? How 
do we spread the Good News if 
our actions state that they need 
not change? 


Conformity is inherent in our 
Western culture. We like to fit 
in. We want to be accepted by 
the world. However, God calls 
us to be set apart from the world; 
to be in it, but not of it. We are to 
be lights unto the nations and an 
example for how to live. If we 
dispense with all rituals, if our 
language is filled with cursing, 
if our nature is vehement and 
unforgiving, where does anyone 
see God in our lives? Well, some 
would say, we go to church, read 
our Bibles, and pray. Sure, you 
may go to church once a Sunday, 
likely twice if you’re reformed, 
and perhaps you may open the 
Bible right before you go to bed. 


of major by conveying their 
disbelief that I have chosen to 
study something which, by their 
standards, has no real prospect of 
making me wealthy. 

The popular 
misconception that a university 
education is something everyone 
needs, whether they enjoy and 
learn from it or not, leads to a 
dispassionate student body with 
an indifferent approach to their 
coursework. 


To illustrate how our 
institution has become an 
expensive holding tank for 


young people twiddling their 
thumbs while waiting to enter 
the so-called real world, I beg 
you to consider what attending 
university used to mean. 

Though they received 
no accreditation for doing so, 
hundreds of students at the 
Collége de France used to attend 
Michel Foucault’s _ lectures, 
keeping such thorough notes and 
cassettes that scholars were able 
to re-create the lectures in book 
form decades later. 

This is especially 
impressive considering I have it 
on good authority that Foucault 
did not post Power Point 
presentations on WebCT. 

Perhaps student issues 
would be championed more 
zealously if students viewed 
their universities as worthwhile 
institutions with integrity 
to be maintained for future 
generations. 

Instead, they are often 
conceived of as degree mills 
where students put in their 


I mean, we’re university students 
in Canada, we don’t have time. 
No! Christianity is a lifestyle. 
We need to make the time, and 
people need to see that we are 
acting as Christians should. 


When you forget that you are 
Dutch and you decide to spend 
money on a meal at Wendy’s, do 
you pray? I don’t mean mumble 
a couple of words while you 
blink. Do you say grace before 
your meal? Or do you suspend 
your beliefs for the moment? 
It’s just one prayer between 
thousands and thousands that 
you have said and will say. Is 
it really necessary to say it here 
when everyone is watching? 
YES! That is when it is most 
important! This is when people 
see you. This is when you shout 
out to them through your actions 
that you are a Christian and you 
are different. 


Another conjoined matter is 
that of the Sabbath. We are a 
part of the New Covenant and 
don’t fall under the laws of the 
old. We have only two rules, 
not a thousand: Love God, love 
your neighbour. That doesn’t 
say anything about Sunday. 
Phewww. You can take back your 
old job. Everyone works on that 
day. It’s normal. The Sabbath 
isn’t even supposed to be a 
Sunday anyways but Saturday. 
No. God didn’t just give us the 
Old Testament to look at and to 


four—seven years before gaining 
the qualifications necessary for 
moving on to the next stage of 
life. 

Kingwell suggests 
universities are propagating this 
characterization of their function, 
encouraging prospective students 
to believe that their service is 
as essential as groceries and 
housing — indeed, the three form 
a triad bent on keeping down 
my account balance — and that 
the intelligent consumer will 
demand more choice, quality, 
and prospects. 

But why is it a given 
that we need to consume post- 
secondary education? If we can’t 
relish the prospect of discovery, 
encountering new ideas and, 
making our own contributions 
to the larger body of knowledge, 
are the financial costs and all- 
nighters worth it? 

Have we forgotten that 
reading, travel, socialization, 
and poverty were once available 
outside of the university 
experience? 

What’s wrong with the 
university system is that it has 
become so big that its operations 
more closely resemble those of 
a large corporation. It is turning 
learning into a product that you 
can put a price on, and too many 
of us are paying that price for a 
product we may not even want. 

Canadian _ universities 
want to give you more. But more 
of what? And are you sure this 
is the only means available of 
acquiring it? 


Sabbath 


read as bed time stories to our 
kids. In particular, He gave 
us the Pentateuch filled with 
the story of Israel, His chosen 
nation. God says of this nation, 
“You will be for me a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation” 
(Exodus 19:6). They were the 
light that was supposed to be 
pointing the rest of the world to 
God. They were rigorous about 
keeping the Sabbath, and in fact, 
every seventh year in addition to 
the year of Jubilee. This would 
be a good example to look at 
when trying to do likewise, don’t 
you think? 


The command to rest is even 
in the Ten Commandments. But 
why do we choose to apply 
certain parts of these commands 
and not others? Why do we not 
steal, murder, commit adultery 
and then choose to take the 
fourth commandment as vague, 
figurative and less important? It 
is because of social morals, you 
might say. It is not culturally 
acceptable to do the first three. 
Is that really a good reason: 
“Because everyone else does”? 
God’s laws do not dictate whether 
we enter heaven at all. There 
are three choices: being saved 
and not keeping the Sabbath; 
not being saved and keeping/ 
not keeping the Sabbath; being 
saved and keeping the Sabbath. 
Can we try for the third? 

Continued on Page 3 
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Nexus (Camosun College) 
VICTORIA (CUP) 


mbracing many 
cultures and welcoming 
immigrants to share our 


country is what it truly means to 
be multicultural. But, with so 
many ethnic groups coming to 
Canada, each with their own 
customs and traditions, there are 
bound to be differences in ways 
of life. 

Should Canada be expected 
to change its own customs 
and traditions to further 
accommodate those who move 
here? Or should new immigrants 
adapt to change, since they’re 
the ones who have chosen to live 
in this country? 

Bruce Allen of CKN W Radio’s 
Reality Check was introduced 
as a member of the creative 
team shaping the ceremonies 
and entertainment of the 2010 
Olympics in Vancouver. But, 
his job was threatened when he 
disagreed with the proposal to 
translate the Canadian anthem 
into Hindi. Many new Canadians 
found his comments offensive 
and tried to get him fired. 

But there’s noreason for people 


to be offended. Loyalty to one’s 
country shouldn’t be thought of 
as an act of racism. Why should 
the Canadian anthem be sung 
in anything other than Canada’s 
official languages? 

Canada has already opened 
its arms to people and cultures 
from all over the world. Most 
importantly, immigrants are 
welcome here just as they are. 
On the other hand, Canadians 
offer to share their home just as 
it is. There’s no deal including 
individual renovation plans. 

These people have a right to 
the elements of their culture and 
home, and so should Canada 
have every right to its cultural 
elements, such as the national 
anthem. 

There’s a fine line between 
accepting diversity and 
maintaining individuality. 
Changing the ways and traditions 
of Canada puts it at risk of losing 
its identity. 

Multiculturalism is a valued 
quality of Canada, but it can’t 
and shouldn’t be its only 
distinctive feature. Assorted 
ethnicities in Canada should add 
to its identity, not replace it. 

Life is a two-way street. New 
Canadians should be just as 
accepting of Canada as Canada 
is expected to be of them. 
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am compelled to write, not 
| oe | am_ indignant; 

rather the opposite! I am 
compelled to write because there 
are things in the article “Re: 
Considering the Sabbath” that 
should make us shudder, I am 
convinced that the article was 
written with good intentions to all 
believers. Because of this, I write 
respectfully. The article being 
addressed makes assumptions 
and uses open ended statements 
that have serious implications. 

“As our cultural distinctions 
between work and personal life 
become increasingly fluid it 
is easy to dig in our heals and 
affirm the old ways as God’s 
ways.” Implications: newer 
is better; progress is good; 
following the culture and letting 
it determine how we live our 
lives is good. Response: if we 
let ourselves be led by man, then 
we'll be letting sin lead us for 
our culture is determined by man 
and man is wicked in his very 
being (Genesis 6:5). 


“Sabbath observance 
seems to me one of those odd 
ducks that doesn’t fit into the 


bigger reformed — theological 
framework of “all things.” 
The implications: until the 


late 20" century, the church 
had it wrong and so did all the 
reformers minus the 20" century 
ones. Response: The view being 
espoused here has occasionally 
had followers throughout the 
ages, and so have heresies, 
but the church as a whole was 
adamant on the observance of 
the Sabbath right throughout, 
~ even after the reformation when 
it was clearly reminded (of what 
was already clearly in Scripture) 
that we are saved by grace alone. 
This statement about not fitting 
follows a rise in a new way of 
understanding what it means to be 
reformed. The original reformers 
were trying to “reform” back 
to what the Bible says, such as 
Martin Luther’s Sola Scriptura 
and Calvin’s teachings. The new 
“reform” movement seems to be 
reforming around the culture, 
trying to “create communal 
worship options for people who 
live and work in a [different] 


Letter to the Editor: 


RE: Sabbath Day Controversy 


world.” 


“We must be careful that 
we don’t extend [emotionally 
bonding to a day] comfort 
to a_ theological rationale.” 
Implications: bonding to a day 
is emotionally charged whereas 
being a_ little disconcerted 
by a simple discussion is not 
emotional. The Triune God at 
creation setting apart one day 
in seven to rest was not setting 
an example we should follow. 
There is nothing wrong with 
bonding to a day but it is wrong 
to deny the culture its power to 
decide whether or not we should. 
Response: In Jesus’ days on earth, 
the Jews were at the extreme of 
turning the Sabbath into a day 
of rules and regulations. Jesus 
never said the Sabbath should 
not be kept. He did call people 
hypocrites who turned the rest 
into work. Today we are at the 
other extreme, forgetting we 
even have a day of rest. 


“The notion of having 
a day set apart in the Old 
Testament was just a picture 
or foreshadowing of the real 
Sabbath.” Implications: we dont 
need to keep the law (since the 
Sabbath is expressly a part of 
it): murder is okay as long as we 
dont hate and adultery is okay 
as long as we are not lusting. As 
long as we trust God with a part 
of our life (1 day in 7), we are 
doing what is required (since all 
other laws on sin and sacrifices 
involved every sin whereas the 
Sabbath was only once a week). 
Response: the word “just” in the 
above quote is key. To say that 
God’s resting on the seventh day 
is “just” to point to the rest in 
Christ is to reduce the realization 
of man’s need for physical rest. 
To say that all the Sabbath laws 
on how to treat servants, hired 
hands, and strangers is “just” 
to point to how God will treat 
us through His Son is to ignore 
the spirit of the law. This line 
of reasoning is used to try and 


do the very least required to 


satisfy God on this topic (that 
is not remembering the Sabbath 
to keep it holy) or any other 
of God’s requirements so that 
we can devote as much time as 
possible to our own pursuits or 
in the least following “godly” 


pursuits our Own way. 


The message of the Gospel 
in the article being considered is 
a very good summary of what | 
was trying to say in my article. 
1 am glad that Hebrews 4:9-10 
was mentioned. Those verses, 
when taken in the broader 
context of the chapter and the 
chapter before, shows that the 
original day of rest in Genesis 
was given as a pointer not to the 
rest in Christ’s death but rather 
to the ultimate rest we will have 
with God in heaven. Instead of 
only having a single day of the 


week set apart to reflect on God’ 


and rest on His provision, we 
will have eternity to do so. This 
makes things even graver: if we 
spurn the day of rest God has so 
graciously given us every week, 
do we really desire eternal rest in 
Him? 


“Just as the lamb, burnt 
offerings, tabernacle and high 
priest were shadows of Jesus, so 
too was the Sabbath. When the 
work of Jesus Christ was finished, 
the shadows were no longer 
necessary.” Implications: the 
ceremonial law is synonymous 
with the laws governing how 
Israel was to live. The 10 
commandments (and — other 
more specific laws) are simply 
ceremonial pointers to Christ. 
Thus now we are free in Christ 
to engage in bestiality, incest, 
maltreatment of those who work 
for us, ete, as long as we do them 
in the name of | Christ. The spirit 
of the law is once again ignored. 
Response: There is assumed in 
the considered article a passive 
nature in following God: as long 
as you are not actively working 
against God, such as rebelling in 
your heart against the command 
concerning the Sabbath, then 
however you treat His law is 
an act of worship to Him. This 
logically leads to the implications 
above (sanctioned murder, 
bestiality, homosexuality, the list 
is as long as the number of sins 
man is capable of concocting). 
There is no halfway: it is either 
God’s way or ours; not both. If 
it is ours, it is sin, if it is God’s, 
then it is God’s Spirit working 
through us. 


This begs the question: 
There are ceremonial laws that 


Conformity and the Sabbath 


Continued from Page 2 
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od rested on the Sabbath 
in the very beginning. It 
is one of the first things 


He does and then He asks us to 
do the same. He keeps tabs on 
the Israelites and makes sure they 
are following this command. | 
read in an article that the world is 
getting to be a busier and busier 
place. Jobs are no longer forty 
hour weeks. Your personal life 
and job life intermingle. Because 
the world is heading towards 
a seven day work week and is 
getting progressively busier, we 
should bend our rules to make 
them fit and that we should 
not break from “the perpetual 
rhythm of our everyday lives” 
(Cuthill). Sure, we should not be 
so excessively traditional that we 
seem cultish, “holier-than-thou,” 


and unapproachable. We do not 
need to be walking the streets in 
torn robes and ashes on our head 
hollering to repent. However, 
our actions should shout that we 
are Christians, and we should 
not ignore or bend God’s law 
for the sake of society. Now, 
you are not going. to hell if you 
do homework, have a job, pick 
flowers, or whatever else on 
a Sunday, but I firmly believe 
that in an increasingly busy 
environment it is necessary and 
beneficial to disrupt your weekly 
routine to take a day off to rest. 
It is beneficial for us personally 
in that it relaxes, focuses, and 


prepares us. It is a statement to — 


society. It is God’s command. 


Let us take advantage of the 
accepting culture we are a part 
of; the society that does not 
persecute us for preaching God's 


name or practicing our beliefs. 
We do not need to conform to 
everything society tells us. Let 
us stand out. Let us be priests 
and beacons of light to our 
nation, Let us pray openly in 
public. Let us take a Sabbath 
during the week. Let us show 
that we are Christians by our 
love and our actions. | leave you 
with a question: when people 
look at you (strangers on the 
Street, acquaintances from your 
school, even friends you know 
well) do they see and know you 
first as an artist, snowboarder, 
soccer player, musician... or as 
a Christian? 


deal with blood and cleansing 
and all those things; there are 
also laws that deal with fair 
treatment of others and all those 
things; how can we tell what no 
longer applies and what does 
since Christ “fulfilled” the Law 
(Matthew 5:17)? The answer is it 
all still applies. Jesus said “I tell 
you the truth, until heaven and 
earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a 
pen, will by any means disappear 
from the Law until everything 
is accomplished (Matthew 5: 
18).” We need to look at how 
Jesus became the sacrifice and 
the blood that cleanses so that 
we recognize that just like 
keeping the rest of the law, we 
now have Christ’s blood to do 
that cleansing and thus the law 
is still kept to the fullest. It is 
falsehood to think that because 
Christ has “fulfilled the law,” we 
no longer should be considering 
the law. This is clear because in 
5:19 Jesus states “Anyone who 
breaks one of the least of these 
commandments and _ teaches 
others to do the same will be 
called least in the kingdom of 
heaven, but whoever practices 
and teaches these commands will 
be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.” 


It is very well put in the 
considered article that we are 
called to a much higher calling 
than Israel was. This means that 
we need to rest even more than 
Israel on God’s grace because 
we recognize how much less 
capable we are without the Spirit 
doing the work through us. We 
are freed from the letter of the 
law, not its spirit; if we keep the 
spirit of the law, we will also 
be fulfilling its letter because 
the letter of the law is smaller 
than its spirit as shown by Jesus 
teaching that hate is murder, etc. 
We should not work on any day 
of the week if it means we are 
forgetting Christ or if it is getting 
in the way of proclaiming the 
Good News. 


We who have not been born 
Jews have been grafted in as 
Jews of faith and the true seed 


.of Abraham. This means that 


we serve the true God and to 
serve Him means to do what 
He commands. When the early 


PHI 


CROWK 


church was deciding what to 
tell the new believers who were 
of Gentile origin, they only 
sent them a few exhortations, 
their reasoning being that the 
rest of the law they would 
learn over time because “For 
Moses has had throughout many 
generations those who preach 
him in every city, being read in 
the synagogues every Sabbath 
(Acts 15:21).” 


Before someone gets all 
gung-ho about going out to 
honor the Sabbath and keep it 
holy along with the rest of the 
commandments in the entire law 
and prophets, consider seriously 
Colossians 2:20-23: 


“Therefore, if you died 
with Christ from the basic 
principles of the world, why, 
as though living in the world, 
do you subject yourselves to 
regulations — “Do not touch, do 
not taste, do not handle,"’ which 
all concern things which perish 
with the using—according to the 
commandments and doctrines 
of men? These things indeed 
have an appearance of wisdom 
in self-imposed religion, false 
humility, and neglect of the body, 
but are of no value against the 
indulgence of the flesh.” 


Desire to fulfill the spirit 
of the law which goes beyond 
submitting to regulations; do 
not submit to the regulations of 
men; don’t honor the Sabbath 
because I or amyone says so; 
don’t go to chapel or do good to 
another person because “that’s 
the way a Christian should be.” 
Do these things because you 
have been saved by Christ and 
set free so that you will not go 
to Hell but will instead enter His 
eternal rest. If you are a Christian 
and do not desire to keep God’s 
law, then you should be on your 
knees before God and seriously 
examining your heart. 


I think I have said enough 
on the topic for the present. If I 
am telling falsehood, let man call 
me to the account of God’s word 
so that I may repent. If there is 
truth, then all who read this and 
are not in constant repentance (as 
I am compelled to find myself) 
will answer to God for He is the 
one who judges our hearts. 
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KEVIN BRATCHER 
JUNIOR STAFF WRITER 

have written a number of 

articles over the past year 

concerning the nature of 
truth, and how we as Christians 
ought to view God’s Word 
and the Christian religion. The 
quest for truth is a complex, 
never-ending and extremely 
challenging calling that all 
Christians must recognize, and so 
it is very important that we who 
have this luxury of the academic 
study of God’s Word in peaceful 
countries should readily avail 
ourselves of such opportunities 
joyfully and wholeheartedly. 

But what of those who 
are in other countries around 
the world, countries whose 
cultures and mindsets are hostile 
to Christianity? What of the 
Chinese Christians who cannot 
even legally worship and who 
suffer constant persecution in 
the form of arrest, torture and 
even murder for their work in 
spreading the Word? We talk 
constantly in the Western world 
about sending missionaries to 
other countries. We embark on 
mission trips to countries in order 
to bring both physical help and 
God’s Word, and to embrace the 
culture clash that tears us out of 
the comfort zone of our everyday 
life in a country blessed with so 
much. And yet, when it comes 
to our own faith- as we pass 
the days in multi-million dollar 
institutions of higher education 
that constantly fill and challenge 
our minds with knowledge of 


STEVE HARRIS 

SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 

ale is a voice we must 

hear. As painful as his 

letter is and ignorant 
though it may be, his core 
challenge is truthful. There 
is a Word hidden in the mire. 
While this claim will become 
increasingly qualified in my own 
article, | do hope it never loses 
its sharp edge. Jesus warns us 
to “first take the plank out of 
your own eye” in order to “see 
clearly to remove the speck from 
the other person’s eye” (Matt. 7: 
3 TNIV). Now, while it seems 
clear to many of us that Gale has 
a substantial speck in his eye, we 
must be sure to clear ourselves 
of the planks in our own. To aid 
such plank-removing, I hope to 
provide a bit of clarity. 

As arrogant and rash as 
Gale’s letter may be, its tone 
and rhetoric is not as foreign to 
me as it might be to some. Jon 
and I have the same spiritual 
heritage—we are Pentecostals. 
This means our tradition traces 
its birth to Los Angeles in 1906. 
Notably, a series of books were 
written just a few years later 
called The Fundamentals (1910- 
15). Pentecostal theology and 
practice were formed in_ the 
crucible of the fundamentalist- 
modernist debate. Along with 
our choice for the former came 
an unhealthy option for anti- 
intellectualist rhetoric. Even 
today, the standing assumption 
in many Pentecostal circles is 
that education is dangerous, even 


What Sort of Faith? 


God’s creation- many of us 
would as soon prevaricate and 
back away from the absolute 
truth of God’s Word as stand up 
for it to our relatively benevolent 
interrogators. 

When it comes down to 
it, most of us don’t even have to 
be interrogated to surrender our 
commitment to Christ. Many of 
us have been drawn to churches 
that have swallowed — the 
humanistic individualism of the 
Western culture hook, line and 
sinker. The prevailing mindset 
of individualism and subjective 
spirituality in the Western world 
- within which it is confessed that 
any person who so much as hints 
at devotion to any divine creature 
is a good spiritual person — has 
so thoroughly blinded the once- 
faithful Christians that many of 
us really aren’t even sure whether 
the Bible is the true Word of 
God. Western culture has spoken 
into Christians’ open ears the lies 
of humanity bent on glorifying 
itself, and we as Christians more 
blessed with physical blessings 
than any others in the world have 
turned from God and accepted 
those follies of men as our own. 

The disparity of our faith 
when compared to our brothers 
in dire situations all over the 
world is utterly reprehensible. 
We in our “enlightened” 
spirituality, so tolerant of all 
viewpoints false and perverse, 
seek to travel to foreign lands 
thinking to educate the barbarian 
in the ways of good Christianity, 
and yet we have already traded 
such Christian faith as is good 


and true for the nonsense of a 
trivialized culture that stumbles 
after wind and takes up each new 
doctrine as a golden prize, only 
to leave it aside soon after as a 
rusted plaything, Surrounded 
by a culture epitomizing the 
proverbial house built on 
shifting sands, we have chosen 
to build our house in the same 
manner instead of building upon 
the solid and unchanging rock 
foundation of God’s Truth. 

No wonder the world 
laughs at our faith! On the one 
hand in countries where death 


and humiliation and torture are 


accepted dangers. to zealous 
Christians, the Word of God is 
sought out in humility and joy. It 
is there, where the line between 
life and death for those who 
worship the True God is most 
apparent, that the fire for the 
Lord burns brightest. It is where 
men must hide their Bibles and 
those who teach are routinely 
arrested and killed simply 
because of their beliefs that the 
real conviction of God’s Power 
and Truth reside in the hearts of 
men. What a humiliation, then, 
that we “enlightened”, blessed, 
and gifted individuals- being 
raised in peaceful, immensely 
wealthy countries where any 
religion can be practiced openly 
and_ safely- should reject and 
challenge the authority of God’s 
. 


Word, and proclaim truth in 
sermons of our devising. 
While men and women and 
children through the world 
die for the True we devise 


new heresies and’ shortcuts for 


Christians. We market ourselves 
to an indifferent people in 
the hopes that those already 
overfilled and sick by a truly 
self-glorifying culture will think 
our way of life and worship is 
more fun than theirs. We soften 
our words and hide God’s 
judgment in songs of happiness 
and salvation that requires no 
obedience so that a world already 
turned inward on its own desires 
will identify Jesus as some sort 
of nonjudgmental buddy. And it 
is shameful. 

I was reading excerpts 
from the second volume of 
“Jesus Freaks”, a series of books 
telling the stories of martyrs 
in other countries, and came 
across an especially convicting 
passage. This passage tells the 
story of Pastor Li De Xian who 
has suffered repeated arrests 
and torture for his preaching of 
the Word- he was arrested 15 
times just between October of 
2000 and May of 2001. Despite 
the persecution, however, Li 
De Xian continues to teach and 
fully expects future persecution, 
saying “We just follow [Christ]. 
There are many thorns, but we 
are just injured a little on our 
feet. This suffering is very little.” 
Most convicting, however, was 
the comment his wife, Zhao Xia, 
made: “Don’t feel sorry for us,” 
Zhao Xia says of their lifestyle. 
“At least we are constantly 
reminded that we are in a spiritual 
war. We know for whom we 
are fighting. We know who the 
enemy is. And we are fighting. 
Perhaps we should pray for you 


On Planks, Pharisees and Pentecostals: 
An Opinion Regarding Gale and Selles 


in Christian institutions. We are 
heirs of a “bastardized” version 
of sola Scriptura, which in its 
comical form goes something 
like: Jesus, me and the Bible can 
get along just fine, thank you. 

This leads me _ to 
this important recognition: 
Pentecostalism and Calvinism 
are distinctly modern— 
sometimes all too modern. 
However, we have opted for the 
opposite stream of modernism 
than our Reformed _ sisters 
and brothers, the irrationalist 
counter-modernist stream. Part 
of this is the natural outcome 
of being a movement of 
uneducated, underprivileged 
folk. The other part is we have 
too often opted to speak “ten 
thousand words in a tongue” 
than “five intelligible words” (1 
Cor. 14:19). While the revival of 
tongues speaking is perhaps the 
gift Pentecostalism has for the 
wider Church, we have much 
to learn from other streams of 
Christianity—especially when it 
comes to thinking and speaking 
intelligibly. 

With this background in 
mind now, let’s turn to Selles. 
Everything he says—every 
word—is absolutely correct. 
It is justified, to the point and 
deserved someone as careful 
as Tim to say it. But just at 
this point I find myself torn. | 
recognize that Tim’s article is 
by far more charitable, truthful, 
and worthy of Redeemer’s 
attention. It is unfortunate that 
it has to be read in tandem with 
Jon’s and does not stand—as it 
would rightly merit—on its own. 


Nevertheless, perhaps Tim’s 
response—and this would be its 
only demerit—is in some sense 
too soon. Because my _ heart 
was shaped to be Pentecostal, 
there remains a kernel of truth 
in Gale’s article that I sense Tim 
has short-circuited. And I think 
the tension comes down to a 
matter of the heart.' 

Worship is a matter of 
heart formation—the education 
of the heart, to get to the issue 
at hand. And since “everything 
you do flows from it” we must 
ultimately turn here to grasp 
the difference (Proy. 4:23). As 
Pentecostals, Jamie Smith has 
wonderfully pointed out, “You 
are open and expectant that the 
Spirit of God is sometimes going 
to surprise you”.2 God spoke 
through a donkey (Num. 22:28), 
told a prophet to cook with cow 
dung (Ezek. 4:15), and poured 
out the Spirit in such a way that 
people thought the apostles were 
plastered (Acts 2:13). 

Thus, there are two 
implications: first, Pentecostals 
are open to hearing 
God in the strangest of 
places at the strangest 
of times. Our worship 
teaches us this. Second, 
the Spirit may be calling 
me to action right now. 
This is what I call the 
Kierkegaardian’ instinct 
of Pentecostalism. In 
Fear and ‘Trembling, 
Kierkegaard’s reflection 
on Abraham’s sacrifice 
of Isaac, he writes of “the 
paradox that keeps him at 
the extremity”.’ God has 


called this particular individual 
in an absolutely singular manner 
and no one can _ understand 
him. He remains inexplicable, 
inexpressible, unintelligible. 
Perhaps we could call this 
the ethical logic of tongues. 
Regardless, “early the next 
morning Abraham got up and 
loaded his donkey” (Gen. 22:3). 

When Gale reminds us 
that the Great Commission is 
for “US, NOW!” he is invoking 
exactly the same Pentecostal/ 
Kierkegaardian logic. It may be 
that today the Spirit is calling us 
into another part of the world, that 
now we are to leave our nets and 
follow in a completely different 
direction. This is the bare kernel 
that is of value in his article, and 
we must hear it, really consider 
it and experience “the shudder 
of thought”. Gale asks why “the 
passion for the lost” has stopped, 
by which he only means that he 
sees no Kierkegaardian passion, 
no leaving the nets—for “faith is 
the highest passion in a human 
being”.° So while Tim has rightly 


Christians outside of China. In 
your leisure, in your affluence, 
in your freedom, sometimes you 
no longer realize that you are in 
Spiritual warfare.” 

We as Christians who 
are so surrounded by blessings 
that we cannot even begin to 
count them must take to heart the 
stories of the martyrs. More than 
that, however, we must realize 
what their mission is. They are 
not out there preaching Christ in 
order to make people feel good 
about their lives. They aren’t out 
there to be culturally relevant- in 
fact they’re being purposefully 
counter-cultural in proclaiming 
God’s Word. As Jesus said in 
Matthew 10, “All people will 
hate you because you follow Me, 
but those people who keep their 
faith until the end will be saved.” 
They certainly aren’t risking 
their lives in order to market a 
God who calls us to worship at 
our Own convenience, always 
gives us what we want, and is 
guaranteed to make us feel good 
about ourselves. They preach, 
and they suffer, and they die to 
spread the message of a God 
who gave us life and offered 
salvation to a world that rejects 
Him in its very nature. They 
bring a message of One God, 
Three in One, using the whole 
and complete True Word of God 
given to us in the Bible. 

We Western Christians 
can only pray to achieve such a 
zeal for the faith in our lifetime 
of luxury. 


weer, 


rebuked Jon for his uncharitable, - 
harsh letter, perhaps there is 
something true hidden there: 
“What we lack today is not 
reflection but passion”.° 
Certainly, there were conference 
presenters who take this word of. 
the Danish saint seriously. 


(Footnotes) 

' There is also more to say about: 
modernism, counter-modernism, 

and didactic versus dialectical. 
views of truth, but there is no 
space for that here. ; 
* James K.A. Smith, “Teaching a. 
Calvinist to Dance,” Christianity 

Today 52.5 (May 2008), accessed 

March 8, 2009 [http://www.chr 
istianitytoday.com/ct/2008/may/ 

25.42.html]. 

‘ Soren Kierkegaard, Fear and 
Trembling, tr. Alastair Hannay 

(London: Penguin, 2005), 72. 

‘ Ibid, 9. 

‘Ibid, 151. 

® Ibid, 47. 
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Recipes of the Bi-Week 


Buffalo Chicken Wraps 


From allrecipies.com. 


INGREDIENTS 
* 1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
* 1 tablespoon butter 
* 1 pound skinless, boneless chicken breasts, cut into bite-size 
pieces 
* 1/4 cup hot sauce 
* 4 (10 inch) flour tortillas 
* 2 cups shredded lettuce 
* 1 celery stalk, diced 
* 1/2 cup blue cheese dressing 


DIRECTIONS 

1. Heat the vegetable oil and butter in a large skillet over medium- 
high heat. Place the chicken in the pan; cook and stir until the chicken is 
no longer pink in the center and the juices run clear, about 10 minutes. 
Remove the pan from the heat. Pour the hot sauce over the cooked 
chicken and toss to coat. 

2. Lay out the flour tortillas and divide the chicken evenly among the 
tortillas. Top the chicken with lettuce, celery, and blue cheese dressing. 
Fold in the sides of the tortilla and roll the wrap burrito-style. 


Chinese Cookies 


INGREDIENTS 
* 11/2 cups white sugar 
* 11/2 cups shortening 
“lege 
* 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
* 3 1/2 cups cake flour 
* 11/4 teaspoons baking soda 
* 3/4 teaspoon salt 
* 1/2 cup ground walnuts 
* 1 cup prepared chocolate fudge frosting 


DIRECTIONS 

1. Ina medium bowl, cream together the sugar and shortening. Stir in 
the egg and vanilla, beat until light and fluffy. Combine the cake flour, 
baking soda and salt, stir into the creamed mixture. Dough will be stiff, 
you may need to use your hands to mix. Roll dough into a log about 15 
inches long, and roll in the ground nuts. Wrap and chill dough for at 
least an hour or until firm. 

2. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease cookie sheets. 

3. Unwrap dough and cut into 1/2 inch slices. Place cookies 1 1/2 
inches apart on the prepared cookie sheets. 

4. Bake for 10 to 15 minutes in the preheated oven. Allow cookies to 
cool for a few minutes on the baking sheets before removing to cool 
completely on wire racks. When cool, place a dollop of fudge icing onto 
the center of each cookie. 


lHE CROW] 


Choose Your Own 


Adventure! 
SURVIVAL JANE: Part II 


Do you have what it takes to help Jane 
survive? Find out as you choose your 


Ea a 
ANDREW VLASBLOM 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Context: Your boyfriend just 
broke up with you, and you’ve 
suffered from a miserable 
morning. You see him walking 
down the university hall 
toward you, and he winks at 
you. Incredibly annoyed, you: 


beg 


4A) Punch him in the face 
4B) Knee him in the groin 
4C) Smile and walk away 


4A) The corners of your mouth 
turn up sadistically as you lay 
a smashing blow square on 
his nose. He stumbles back, 
with a look of horror on his 
face. Triumphantly, you stand 
over him to keep him down. 
He motions to you for mercy. 
Granting it, you realize that 
he’s not worth your time. Chin 
up, head held high, you march 
forward. Unfortunately, there 
is a jar of spilled peanut butter 
on the floor that you neglect to 
see. Slipping and falling, you 
break a window that hangs 
three stories above the ground. 
Whew! Luckily you didn’t fall 
out of the window. But in 
your joyous realization, you 
forget about the peanut butter. 
Taking a step backward, you 
slip yet again. This time, you 
fall out the window to your 
death. Better luck next time! 
THE END 


4B) With a quick bout of rage 
and physical exertion you knee 
your ex in the genital area. 
Yelping, he moans his way 
to the ground. Predictable, 
you think. But suddenly, he 
grabs your ankle and twists 
it. You take a tumble and 
find yourself lying next to 
him on the ground. He is still 
moaning, but mutters, “Now 
we’re even.” Even?! You are 
humiliated and angered. You 
say to him in response: 


5A) “You’re not worth my 
time, and I hope you rot in the 
garbage can outside.” 

5B) “Your taste in music is 
awful. Seriously, The Jonas 
Brothers?” 

5C) “I ripped apart your boat 
yesterday. How’s that for 
even, Steven?” 


own adventure! 


4C) You smile and walk away. 
Baffled, your boyfriend asks 
you if everything is alright. 
You laugh hysterically and 
perpetually at the question, 
and eventually die from doing 
so. THE END 


5A) You retort that he is not 
worth your time, and can rot 
in the garbage can outside. 
He seems unaffected by this, 
and tells you that there are 
no garbage cans outside. In a 
weak attempt to make you look 
stupid, he created an ignorant, 
asinine wreath of unequaled 
moronicity about himself. 
Triumphantly, you leave the 
conversation knowing that 
you have succeeded. Exiting 
the building, you spot not a 
garbage can in sight. Odd, you 
think. You slip and fall on a 
banana peel, but you’re okay. 
Then it hits you. Looking 
down, you realize that every 
garbage can has been emptied 
right outside the door. The 
stench is overwhelming, and 
you faint. You wake up 21 
years later in a hospital bed. 
By that time, there’s no point 
in even continuing this story. 
THE END 


5B) You tell him that his taste 
in music is awful, and that the 
Jonas Brothers just can’t cut it. 
Unfortunately, he seems intent 
on proving you wrong, and 
pulls out an MP3 player with 
the Jonas Brothers playing on 
it. He plays it for you, loud 
and clear through his travel 
speakers. You plug your ears, 
but it’s just too much, You 
go insane and wind up in a 
mental institution after tearing 
off wallpaper from every 
household in your vicinity. 
THE END 


5C) You tell Steven the truth 
about his boat. Shocked, he 
asks you why. You tell him 
that you respected him just 
enough to do it. He seems 
to enjoy your supposedly 
sadistic nature and asks you 
if you want to see something 
cool. Do you: 


6A) Reluctantly agree to see 
what he has to show you 
6B) Defiantly tell him to go 
screw up somebody else 


6C) Blow bubbles in 
general direction 


his 


6A) You reluctantly agree to 
see this ‘cool’ object. Taking 
you outside, he points to the 
sky. You don’t see anything. 
He sniggers and says, “Made 
you look!” But just when you 
wind up to lay into him for 
good, you perceive a terribly 
odd shift in the sky. It begins 
to turn green. Intrigued, you 
hold your breath, and await 
the imminent UFO’s arrival. 
It doesn’t come, however, and 
instead, grass begins to rain 
from the heavens. Delighted, 
you turn to Steven, who is 
no longer in sight. Suddenly, 
you hear a cry from your far 
right, where Steven is being 
swallowed by an enormous 
garden snake. Do you: 


7A) Let him suffer in his own 
misery 

7B) Try to pull him out of the 
snake’s mouth 

7C) Call him on his cell 
phone 


6B) You tell him to screw up 
somebody else, which seems 
to hurt him pretty badly. 
He begins to weep on your 
shoulder, complaining — that 
he didn’t choose to break up 
with you, but you know he 
did. Annoyed by his childish 
behaviour, you leave him. 
Suddenly, you realize that he 
never even loved you. You 
push him into a nearby hole in 
the ground. He never emerges, 
and you are never seen again 
either. THE END 


6C) You blow _ bubbles 
in his general direction, 
which amuses him for a few 
moments. He even tries to 
catch them without popping 
them. He screams every time 
he pops one. Feeling that 
you can take no more of his 
screaming, you swallow the 
full bottle of bubble liquid. 
You die, not from the bubble 
liquid, but from the shock that 
it actually tasted sweet. THE 
END | 


Stay tuned for the quasi-epic 
conclusion next issue! 
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The Land of the ““Meadow’’ 


A Look at the Predicament of Suburban Ancaster 


JEREMY PARSONS 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 
very morning in high 
school, I rode the bus 


to school and passed by 
a beautiful forest on the edge 
of my town. Without fail, | 
watched from my window-seat 
as the seasons changed and the 
woodland transformed to display 
stunning auburns and yellows, 
bright white tree tops, and 
vibrant fresh buds in the spring. 
By my grade twelve year, things 
started to change. The forest was 
roped off, construction crews 
moved in, and backhoes beeped 
to signal the beginning of a 
new project. Before graduation 
came, my daily commute no 
longer included any sign of the 
woods near the edge of town. 
All that was left was a shiny, 
newly furnished subdivision 
with an entrance road entitled 
“Conservation Blvd.” 

Aside from being 
terribly ironic and saddening, 
the situation is also remarkably 
far-reaching. It’s a story that 
is drastically redefining the 
Canadian landscape and our 
home here in Ancaster has been 
hit particularly hard by the 
winds of development. As one 
of Canada’s oldest towns (ca. 
1793), Ancaster is endowed with 
a rich history and a wealth of 
natural resources. Yet, in recent 
years, this natural and cultural 
legacy has taken a backseat to the 
pressing nature of development. 
Freelance — journalist Don 
McLean recently cited municipal 
parties in his latest article of 
“View” stating that “Ancaster’s 
current growth plan calls for 
expanding Hamilton’s urban 
boundary to absorb 3,000 acres 
of farmland around the airport 
and another 2,800 in the Elfrida 
area.” For me, this is particularly 
disheartening to know that he 
is talking, not about some area 
miles away...he’s talking about 
our backyards. Widespread 
housing has characterized 
the region with cookie-cutter 


houses and unnecessary 
material prosperity. Comfort 
has become the preoccupation 
of the buyer, and money, the 
drug of the developer. The 
idea of reasonable, stewardly 
expansion has been turned 
upside down in favour of getting 
that McMansion of a dream 
home. McMaster University 
Professor and author of the book 
Creeping Conformity: How 
Canada became suburban, 1900- 
1960 (University of Toronto 
Press, 2004) notes that, “builders 
respond to consumers. Most 
consumers respond to market 
[prices], and not to ethical 
principles. So the driving force 
behind suburban choices will be 
costs, especially of energy.” 
Now described as 
“Ontario’s wealthiest suburb”, 
Ancaster has made a name for 
itself as a luxurious privatized 
community. Everywhere you go 
you are confronted by images of 
wealth and affluence. According 
to Www.canequity.com, Ancaster 
is listed as one of the richest 
communities in the nation. 
Residents earn an average gross 
income of $91,073.79 per year 
and families have an average 
of one child per home. Further 
research on the topic showed 
that housing prices in the town 
typically range from $209,000 
to $600,000. As you know, 
the situation is much different 
a few kilometres down the 
mountain and the stark contrast 
is characteristic of working-class 
cities such as Hamilton. 
Redeemer has also 
not been innocent throughout 
this whole process. We have 
virtually sold out to developers 
in a number of ways, the most 
potent of which is our pacifism 
and indifference. Within the last 
few years, leaders at Redeemer 
have hastily quartered off a 
large portion of the “Redeemer 
woods” behind the school to 
sell to ravenous developers. 
Today, the woodlot has been 
drastically thinned out and much 
of it bulldozed over to make way 


for Starward Homes’ “newest 
exclusive community”—Kitty 
Murray Woods. This situation 
has no doubt been paralleled 
across the mountain and 
throughout the entirety of the 
Ancaster area (save of course a 
small area that makes up the Old 
Towne Centre). In fact, just this 
week on a run into town, I was 
confronted with another looming 
sign declaring the re-zoning 
of a natural area on Sulphur 
Springs Rd. By early May, 
this hilly forest will become 
another sign of the looming 
tide of aesthetically unpleasing, 
steward-less suburbanization. 

The problem lies not 
only in our submissiveness to 
the forces buying up our land, 
but also in our lack of education. 
Being surrounded by the happy, 
Disney-esque nature of modern 
suburbia, we are ushered in with 
the crowd and become blind to 
the disparaging make-up of the 
North American subdivision. 
It all begins with a desire to 
get away from the “smog and 
business” of the city and to live 
in these “safe” neighbourhoods 
surrounded by fences and even 
security cameras. Separation 
from the downtown core seems 
to have become a motto of sorts 
for many mountain dwellers. We 
can’t stand the “unclean” idea of 
living in the interior of the city, 
and yet we must commute to its 
offices every day. 

Of course, one ofthe main 
issues with suburbanization is 
the idea of the commuter culture. 
Automobile use is practically 
a must in communities such 
as Meadowlands due to the 
vast, low-density housing and 
the inefficient use of the land. 
Being situated at the cusp 
of what many would term 
the “climax of peak oil,” it 
is difficult to justify wasting 
natural resources in such a self- 
centred manner. Perspective 
seems to have been largely 


skewed somewhere along the 
line; image has overtaken ethical 
considerations for living. Biking 


into the city is inconvenient at 
best and public transit is seen 
smugly with the same soiled 
label. And so residents are 
compelled to drive to work every 
morning, going from closed- 
door to closed-door, limiting 
any chance of neighbourly 
interaction. Consequently, 
community is greatly sacrificed 
in the suburban neighbourhood, 
and privacy is given full 
precedence. John Archer, author 
of the book Architecture and 
Suburbia: From English Villa 
to American Dream House 
1690-2000 _ satirically writes, 
“Ideals of privacy, property, and 
selfhood—overoptimistically 
embodied—splendidly realized 
in the single nuclear-family 
detached house, set in its private 
surrounding yard. And no matter 
the threats of global warming or 
energy shortages, the solutions 
that we pursue are going to 
adhere to those ideals.” 

So here’s the take home 
question: what can we do about 
the [delconstruction of our 
neighbourhood? What is the role 
of the student in the materialistic 
world of the suburban dream 
home? 
| would echo the call to activism 
that many students hold to during 
their university years. Just a few 
years back, students from the 
University of Victoria staged 
a small-scale tree-sit to protest 
the clearing of Cunningham 
Woods—a woodlot on_ the 
edge of campus. Within weeks, 
national news _ organizations 
were covering the story and the 
activist-students became famous 
for their response. After months 
of successfully occupying the 
forest canopy in protest, the 
students headed home over 
spring break in triumph. Sadly, 
this wasn’t the end of the story. 
While the students were at 
home, construction crews and 
developers snuck in and flattened 


the forest. Upon returning, 
the campus community was 
devastated; their much-loved 


woodland was gone. 


In many ways, I feel as 
if a great portion of our campus 
community is the same. We don’t 
see the problem until it we are hit 
over the head with the gravity of 
it all. It doesn’t seem to matter 
until it’s infringing on our 
personal space, until it breaks 
into our own bubble. The reality 
of the situation is much more 
pervasive. As Christian students 
I feel it is part of our calling to 
react to situations of injustice and 
mismanagement with fervour 
and conviction. We are called 
to challenge the exploitation 
of God’s creation and renew 
the notion of responsible 
stewardship. With vast amounts 
of farmland and greenspace 
being engulfed in our suburban 
metropolis, we have our work 
cut out for us. But we can’t waste 
time being flaccid! If we really 
want to renew Ancaster’s beauty 
and character, we have to think 
critically and act decisively to 
change things for good. Walking, 
biking, running or taking public 
transit are all ways in which 
we can challenge the necessity 
of the personal automobile 
and save valuable resources. 
Volunteering in Ancaster is 
also a great step to help build 
a sense of community in 
Meadowlands and to encourage 
change to the inwardly-focused 
resident. Other organizations 
promoting community and 
challenging the suburban 
sprawl are: The Hamilton 
Community Action Network 
(www.hamiltoncan.org); Raise 
the Hammer (www.raisetheha 
mmer.org); The Dundas Valley 
Conservation Authority (www. 
conservationhamilton.ca); and 
Citizens at City Hall (www.hami 
Itoncatch.org). 
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“SELECTION REFLECTION” By James E. Buell —— Edited By Timothy E. Parker 


ACROSS DOWN 32 Man with a whale of a 
1 Muslim pilgrimage 1 Successful at-bat tale? 
§ Pro-critter org 2 Bat tree 37 Sleek jets 
10 Crafts’ leader 3 Ruby or Sandra 39 Antiquated 
14 "Ah, gotcha. ..|" 4 Personal watercraft 41 Mayberry resident 
15 Calamari § Beginning on 42 Marshal's six-gun 
16 Defensive ditch 6 Police cruiser 43 Scottish skirt 
17 Voter's observation, 7 Tavern 45 Radiance 
part one 8 Like eyelashes, e.g 47 Audacity 
20 Remote location, 9 Yemeni gulf city 49 Crowd of people 
perhaps? 10 "VVho --- kidding?" 50 Dancer, slangily 
21 One-million connectors 11 VVhirl 51 Em, to Dorothy 
22 Center the crosshairs 12 Society Islands member §2 Aquatic mammals 
23 Ceremonial military cap 13 Rebecca Romijn-___ 53 Hits, aswith a ruler 
26 Evidence type 18 Haley classic 59 1958 Pulitzer author 
28 Pluck one's strings 19 Station or paddy backer James 
30 Voter's observation, part 23 Traverse 61 Natural balm 
two 24 Garden soaker 63 One "Tarzan" portrayer 
33 "Just —- thought!" 25 Touched down 64 Tit for —- 
34 Hosiery hang-up 27 Hen-pecking specialists 65 Tic-tac-toe yawner 
35 Susie B. denomination 29 Lived day to day 66 VVooly female 
36 Court partitions 31 Cockamamie 67 Chip complement somanne mecmetnm 
38 Incandescent lamp gas 
40 Link with a space station © 2001 Timothy E. Parker & Universal Press Syn dicate 
44 Tax form |ID % 12. IS 7 141 |142 143 
46 |sraeli statesman Abba a a Tie 2 


48 Luau dish i Se of RS | ae 
49 Voter's observation, part 7 19 19 
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54 Senate partner et Be Gear ? 
§5 General on a certain res- 24 125 58 127 28 


62 Voter's observation, 
part four 
68 Lunar Armstrong 
69 One of Euterpe's sisters 
70 Fuzzy fruit 
71 Novelist Zane 
72 Lauder of cosmetics 


wi 
~ 62 63 66 |67 
7 Ooze gradually PCCP LLL Pe Ut te 
22a. 2s 2 
Zoe Zens 2 


Nex (ssue is the 
Last Issue of 


i 
el ld hs ee 


acim mei 70" 
4 


the Year! 


THE CLOWN, 
THE CROWN'S SATIRICAL 
COMMENTARY PIECE, 
WILL BE PUBLISHED 
NEXT ISSUE ALONGSIDE 
OUR REGULAR 
CONTENT. 
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isolation. 4 out of 5 young adults are not fully protected. Make sure you are. Get the mumps catch-up vaccination 
TO Find out more at Ontario.ca/mumps or call 1-866-559-4598 
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